Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans of the forehead and scalp with involvement of the outer calvarial plate: multistaged repair with the use of skin expanders.
Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans (DFSP) is a locally aggressive and infiltrative tumor that requires Mohs' micrographic surgery or wide excision to treat. Adequate excision often leaves a cosmetic disfiguring defect, particularly if the tumor is located on the head and neck. Complex defects of the face present special problems, such as distortion, ectropion, and retraction of normal tissues. We present a case of an infiltrating DFSP of the forehead and scalp in a young woman. The tumor was removed, and the defect was reconstructed with multistaged repair, which included bone coverage, local and regional flaps, and the use of expanders. A multistaged repair was performed with good clinical outcome and satisfactory cosmetic results. Multistaged repair of the face is a viable alternative surgical approach to preserve facial contours and minimize distortion in the treatment of DFSP. This case illustrates the degree of complexity that the treatment of DFSP may involve.